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IN HONOR OF FRANCIS “BOB”
GALANTE OF BROCKTON, MASSA-
CHUSETTS

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Francis Galante, in recognition of his
bravery, sacrifice and service to the United
States of America.

Francis is the son of Teresa (Ferrante) and
Carl Galante who emigrated from Frigento,
ltaly. He was born on August 28, 1916 in
Brockton, Massachusetts, and lived in West
Bridgewater with his aunt and uncle through
the Depression.

He graduated from Brockton High School,
married Diana Ferrini in 1939, enlisted in the
United States Reserves, and was then drafted
into the United States Army. He was deployed
overseas and stationed in Africa, leaving his
wife and ten-month-old daughter.

Francis was later shipped to Salerno, ltaly,
with the 34th Infantry nicknamed the Red Bull
Division. He served as a ranger behind enemy
lines. He was hit with shrapnel in Leghorn,
Italy, wounding both of his legs and his head.
He crawled for days to get back to base in
order to receive medical treatment. He re-
ceived the Purple Heart while in the hospital
August 9, 1945.

After being hospitalized in Italy, Atlantic City,
and Framingham, Massachusetts, he was dis-
charged August 9, 1945, VJ Day, and returned
home to Brockton. He then drove an Eastern
Mass bus and also worked for his father-in-
law’s bakery, Superior Bakery, making over
200 deliveries in one day. Later, he was an
important part of the creation of the cabinet
company, Wood-Hu Kitchens, in Brockton,
later becoming President. He retired from
Wood-Hu Kitchens in August, 1981.

Francis was a star athlete, held records in
track, and was also a professional gymnast
performing in many Brockton clubs. He was a
member of the YMCA since he was eight
years old and was the longest standing mem-
ber of the YMCA until his recent iliness. He
was a member of the Thorny Lea Golf Club in
Brockton for over forty years.

Madam Speaker, Francis had many pas-
sions in life, the most important being family.
He was married at the age of twenty-three to
the love of his life, the late Diana. He was the
proud parent of two children, four grand-
children, and two great-grandchildren. Francis
was known for his amazing health and vigor at
the age of 92. He always had the ability to
make people laugh while poking fun at the
same time. Francis is remembered and ad-
mired by his family and many friends.

Madam Speaker, it is my distinct honor to
take the floor of the House today to join with
Francis Galante’s family, friends, and contem-
poraries to thank him for his remarkable serv-
ice to his community of Brockton and to the
United States of America.
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TRIBUTE TO HELEN CROFT
HON. JASON ALTMIRE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to the extraordinary life of Helen
Croft, who died unexpectedly this month at the
age of 45.

Known for her warmth, optimism and con-
tagious enthusiasm, Helen was an art teacher
at North Allegheny School District's Hosack
Elementary School. In this capacity, she posi-
tively impacted the lives of thousands of
young students, including most recently my
two daughters, Natalie and Grace.

She treated every student, teacher and par-
ent with respect, and brought a smile to the
face of seemingly everyone with whom she
came into contact. She exhibited a love of life
that extended well beyond the school.

She also worked as a coach in a community
soccer league, and cultivated at her home a
renowned colonial-style garden that drew ad-
mirers from across western Pennsylvania. A
graduate of Buffalo State University and the
Fashion Institute of New York City, she was
known for her talent for embroidery, which she
regularly shared with friends and neighbors.

She will be greatly missed by those friends
and neighbors, as well as the entire North Al-
legheny School District, especially her stu-
dents. But of course her loss will be most
deeply felt by her husband Corky and their
two children, Jacob and Hannah.

Her work lives on in the hearts of everyone
she touched, and she serves as a lasting in-
spiration to the students who loved her.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 20TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE OHIO AERO-
SPACE INSTITUTE

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of the Ohio Aerospace In-
stitute, as they celebrate their 20th anniver-
sary on 20th of May, 2009.

The Ohio Aerospace Institute (OAl) is a
non-profit organization whose work is sup-
ported by several institutions, including the
NASA Glenn Research Center, the Air Force
Research Laboratory, and the Wright Patter-
son Air Force Base. The institute works in
conjunction with ten public and private univer-
sities in the State of Ohio by offering students
the opportunity to study aerospace engineer-
ing for their graduate work, as well as with nu-
merous companies around the country.

The OAIl leads research projects and devel-
ops technology partnerships in order to con-
nect universities, laboratories and industries
working in the field of aerospace engineering.
Their partnerships with local universities edu-
cate and mentor local students, creating the
future leaders of our aerospace workforce.
The OAI also brings together various rep-
resentatives of the governmental, industrial
and educational sectors—fostering and im-
proving stronger cooperation between them.

Since OAl's inception 20 years ago, they
now have 80 employees and have led more
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than 250 research and development projects
funded by 206 million dollars from the space
industry sector and the federal government.
The OAl is continuing Ohio’s instrumental and
historical role in space research by inspiring
our future John Glenns, Wright Brothers, and
Neil Armstrongs.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honor of the tireless service and signifi-
cant contribution that the Ohio Aerospace In-
stitute has provided to the State of Ohio and
to our entire nation.

SHELBY WEST
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Shelby West
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Shelby
West is an 8th grader at Moore Middle School
and received this award because her deter-
mination and hard work have allowed her to
overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Shelby
West is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential that students at all lev-
els strive to make the most of their education
and develop a work ethic that will guide them
for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Shelby West for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication she has shown in her aca-
demic career to her future accomplishments.

CONGRATULATING TAIWAN ON OB-
TAINING OBSERVER STATUS IN
WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

HON. WALLY HERGER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. HERGER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Taiwan on its participation as
an observer in the 62nd annual World Health
Assembly (WHA), which is taking place in Ge-
neva this week. The recent HIN1 influenza
outbreak serves as yet another reminder that
international cooperation is vital to protecting
against the spread of infectious diseases. In
order to achieve this goal, it is important to
have broad participation in the activities of the
World Health Organization (WHO), and | com-
mend the WHO for inviting Taiwan to assist in
carrying out its mission.

Taiwan is a key trading partner for the
United States and the fifth largest overseas
market for U.S. agricultural exports. With
growing attention to ensuring the safety of the
food supply in a global economy, our close
economic ties with the people of Taiwan
present another compelling argument for Tai-
wan’s involvement in the WHA. Furthermore, |
believe the Taipei delegation will bring a valu-
able perspective to the WHA in light of Tai-
wan’s remarkable success in advancing the
public health of its people.
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